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Incoming Eighth Graders for the 2022 – 2023 School Year 

Parents/Guardians, 
 

The purpose of summer reading is to encourage students to read (or have read aloud) an approved novel 
that appeals to their own personal interests, instilling a love of reading as well as increasing literacy 
across the district.  The following books were chosen based on many criteria, including reading level, 
connections to future ELA content, student interest, and more.   

 
Students can choose one book to read over the summer from the 
grade-level list below.  
 

 

 

Title Author Genre Synopsis 

Stargirl 

Digital version 

Jerri 
Spinelli 

Fiction 
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a 
burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the 
murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo 
Borlock’s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-
spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of 
Mica High are enchanted. At first. 

The Westing 
Game 

Digital version 

 

Ellen 
Raskin 

 
Fiction - 
Mystery 

A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely 
people gather for the reading of Samuel W. Westing’s 
will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-
loving millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and a 
possible murderer—to inherit his vast fortune, one 
thing’s for sure: Sam Westing may be dead…but that 
won’t stop him from playing one last game! 

The Man in 
the Brown 

Suit 

Digital version 

 

Agatha 
Christie 

Fiction - 
Mystery 

Agatha Christie, the acknowledged mistress of suspense 
brings her entire oeuvre of ingenious whodunits, locked 
room mysteries, and perplexing puzzles to William 
Morrow Paperbacks. The Man in the Brown Suit is 
Christie at her best, as a young woman makes a 
dangerous decision to investigate a shocking 
“accidental” death she witnesses at a London tube 
station. 
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White Fang 

Digital version 

Jack 
London 

Fiction Wronged by human and beast alike, White Fang has 
endured through brazen ferocity. An enemy of his kind, 
he is sold to a dogfighter who pits him against other 
canines to the death—until a Yukon gold hunter comes 
to his rescue and provides an opportunity for a new life. 
As the wolf in White Fang sleeps, kindness and 
compassion allow him to understand what it means to 
be in the confidence of man. 

The Red Badge 
of Courage 

Digital version 

 

Stephen 
Crane 

Historical 
Fiction 

Henry Fleming, a private in the Union Army, runs away 
from the field of war. Afterwards, the shame he feels at 
this act of cowardice ignites his desire to receive an 
injury in combat—a “red badge of courage” that will 
redeem him. Stephen Crane’s novel about a young 
soldier’s experiences during the American Civil War is 
well known for its understated naturalism and its 
realistic depiction of battle. 
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